
New City [2013]

New City is a large maquette of a 
non-existing city. The buildings that 
this city consists of are chosen from 
projects that were actually built, but 
couldn’t reach their potential, missed 
their purpose and were eventually 
destroyed (the destruction was 
always intentional and organized and 
was never a consequence of war or 
natural catastrophes). The destruction 
of these structures was in itself the 
acknowledgement of their failure.

The title New City refers to a modernist 
trend in the 1960’s of the creation and 
development of literally new cities or 
expansions of cities. Cities that did 
not grow naturally, through the ages, 
but were conceived and executed in a 
relatively short timeframe. They were 
often a testing ground for new urban 
technologies and ideas regarding form, 
content and purpose for the benefit of 
its inhabitants. There are examples of 
this trend worldwide: New Belgrade, 
Louvain-la-Neuve, Brasília, New Zagreb, 
… Often a change of the political, 
economical or social system influences 
the selection process of which concept 
or project is implemented. At that 
moment the form becomes a means of 
expression of a promoted ideology.

Many architectural projects that were 
at the time of their conceptualization 

considered either progressive in form 
or socially empowering have turned 
out to be a failure at the moment they 
were realized and inhabited. They failed 
in their main purpose and instead of 
protecting and generating a better 
life, they often became rather user-
unfriendly. At the same time there were 
projects that were socially successful, 
but were considered as economical or 
aesthetic failures, and for that reason 
were demolished.



Heygate Estate
Location: London, UK
Architect: Tim Tinker
Constructed in 1974 / Demolished in 2011

> Public Housing Project

> Gentrification project

According to the Council of Southwark, 
the Heygate Estate was a centre of 
crime and social decline in the region. 
According to a poll, however, 80.3% 
of the residents wish to stay in the 
housing complex. The Property was sold 
to the “Lend Lease Corporation” for re-
development. In the original Application 
it was promised that, if the tenants wish 
so, they would be able to move back, 
into a new apartment on the location. The 
planning has however changed in the 
meantime and the current tenants would 
have to wait for seven years, before 
being able to move into a new flat. It is 
also highly doubted that these residents 
would be able to afford the new flats. 35% 
of the new estate was originally planned 
to be built for low income households, 
but after the property was sold, Lend 
Lease publicly doubted the viability 
of that plan. Especially after suffering 
losses in other projects around the world. 
A new library, theatre, school and council 
offices have also been scraped from the 
plan, as well as an on location renewable 
energy project. 

Before the demolition started, the local 
community started up a DIY gardening 
project as their form of resistance, 
despite Southwark Council’s legal threats 
for “Unlawful gardening”.





Bankers Trust Building
Location: Des Moines, Iowa, USA
Architects: Andrews, Jaques and Rantoul / Proudfoot, Bird and Rawson
Constructed in 1891 / Demolished in 1978

> Office building

> The building was placed on the 
National Registry of Historic Places 
in the 1970’s, but was nevertheless 
destroyed due to a procedural error

The Bankers Trust Building was the 
first privately owned building to be 
placed on the Des Moines Registry 
of Historic Places. At the time it was 
built, it was the largest building west 
of Mississippi river. The building was 
much appreciated by the inhabitants of 
Des Moines and the local architectural 
community and was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
1979. It was again removed from the 
registry after a procedural error and 
subsequently demolished.





Stedelijk Zwembad Leuven
Location: Leuven, Belgium
Architect: Maxime Brunfaut
Constructed in 1958 / Demolished in 2007

> Public swimming pool

> Made way for a new apartment complex

Architect Maxime Brunfaut specialized 
in public buildings. From public housing 
complexes to railway stations or 
sports facilities. He work out of a leftist 
background and even designed the 
headquarters of the Socialist Party. His 
architecture is to be seen in the light 
of the post World War II reconstruction. 
The swimming pool is a perfect 
example of this. He designed the 
structure commissioned by socialist 
Mayor Franz Tielemans. The pool was 
built in one project together with the 
reconstruction of the local school for 
boys and an event-hall, in order to be 
able to place it under the budget of 
national reconstruction.





St-Pieters Hospital
Location: Leuven, Belgium
Architect: Unknown
Constructed in 1983, never finished / To be demolished

> Hospital

> The wing was never completely 
finished. Only 10 percent was ever used. 

The decision to build a new wing to the 
hospital was made in 1975. The project 
received 13.6 million euros in subsidies. 
During the time between this decision 
and the finalization of the start of the 
construction, however, the university 
hospital “Gasthuisberg” developed at a 
rapid pace at the rim of Louvain. There 
was actually no need for the amount of 
beds and the project became redundant. 
It was never fully finished and no more 
than 10%, the ground-floor, was ever 
taken in use. In 2005, the Flemish 
government decided that the cities 
public center for social welfare (OCMW) 
who is responsible for the construction 
of the hospital, no longer needs to 
refund the subsidy.





Odeon Cinema Elephant & Castle
Location: London, UK
Architect: Erno Goldfinger
Constructed in 1966 / Demolished in 1988

> Cinema

> Make way for a car park

The Architect, Erno Goldfinger, is 
considered a key figure in Brutalist 
architecture, of which the Castle & 
Elephant Odeon is an example. Many 
Buildings designed y him are now listed, 
such as the Trellick Tower, Balfron Tower 
and the Carrandale House (All three 
also in London). The Castle & Elephant 
Cinema (Later renamed  Coronet 
Cinema), was also announced to be 
listed, but torn down over a weekend, 
right before this could be official. (It was 
to be registered the following Monday).
Architect Goldfinger had the reputation 
of being a very difficult man. The 
character “Goldfinger” of the James 
Bond series was named after him for 
this reason.





> Hotel

> Land value

The hotel was demolished after only 
14 years of use. It’s symptomatic for 
the rate of development in Hong Kong. 
The business district of Honk Kong is 
one of the most expensive in the world 
and prices rise rapidly. The land value 
of the hotel went up by approximately 
123.000.000€ over a decade.

Ritz-Carlton Hotel
Location: Hong Kong, China
Architect: Leigh & Orange Ltd
Constructed in 1993 / Demolished in 2008





Hotel Sofitel
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Architect: Kiyonori Kikutake
Constructed in 1994 / Demolished in 2007 (2006?)

> Hotel

> Technologically outdated

Kiyunori Kikutake was an architect 
affiliated with the Metabolist 
movement. Central to this movement 
was the idea of an urbanism in 
constant flux, with a strong accent 
on technological advancement. 
Ironically a lot of the buildings made 
in this style have become iconic in the 
Tokyo skyline. The demolition of these 
buildings, although sometimes seen 
as a pity, as actually a confirmation of 
there own ideas on urbanism.





Grand Prince Hotel AKASAKA
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Architect: Kenzo Tange
Constructed in 1982 / Demolished in 2011

> Hotel

> Redevelopment project

Kenzo Tange, the architect, was the 
main proponent of the Japanese 
Metabolism movement. The Building 
was very advanced for it’s time, but 
the revenues off the hotel were limited 
and the facilities aged rapidly. With 
the quickly rising land value in Tokyo, 
it was more lucrative to replace the 
hotel and this was announced in 2010. 
When tsunami hit Japan in 2011, the 
demolition was postponed and served 
as temporary housing for the refugees 
of Fukishima. 





Larkin Administration Building
Location: Buffalo, New York, USA 
Architect: Frank Loyd Wright
Constructed in 1906 / Demolished in 1950

> Office Building

> Torn down to make way for a truck-
stop, which was never build.

The Larkin Administration Building was 
Frank Loyd Wright’s first project that 
wasn’t a private house. It’s considered 
as maybe the most important of his 
early buildings and was innovative 
it’s use of air conditioning, radiant 
heat, glass doors among others. The 
Larkin Company (a mail order producer 
of soaps) never recovered from the 
great depression and eventually 
went bankrupt in the second half 
of the forties. The Building was 
already recognized as a great work of 
architecture, but there was not yet much 
interest in the preservation of modernist 
buildings at the time. There was no 
serious buyer to be found until the 
Western Trading Corporation bought it for 
the ridiculous amount of 5000$. They 
planned to build a truck stop in it’s place, 
but after demolition, this never actually 
happened. Today, there is a parking lot 
at it’s site.





Lord Simcoe Hotel
Location: Toronto, Canada
Architects: Henry T. Langston and Peter Dickinson
Constructed in 1956 / Demolished in 1981

> Hotel

> The hotel was never profitable.

The Hotel had to close it’s doors in 1979. 
It was operated for less than 23 years in 
total. There were a few crucial mistakes 
in it’s design that made it uncompetitive 
with other hotels in the region, such as 
it’s lack of central air-conditioning and 
convention space. The property itself, on 
the other hand, was of a very high value. 
The land was worth 317$ per square foot 
at the time of the sale, which was a record 
for Toronto at the time In it’s place, The 
Sun Life Centre tower opened in 1984.





De Zwarte Madonna
Location: The Hague, The Netherlands 
Architect: Carel Weeber
Constructed in 1985 / Demolished in 2007

> Public Housing Project

> Make way for the new Ministries of 
Justice and Home Affairs

The building was contested since it’s 
opening because of esthetic reasons. 
Many found it grim and resembling a 
mortuary or a bunker because of it’s 
dark exterior. The building was originally 
planned to be white, but architect Carel 
Weber changed to black when he found 
out the new City Hall, close by and 
designed by the same firm, was also 
planned to be white. It was actually 
named after the singer Madonna.
In 2002, the decision was made for 
it to be demolished, but this was still 
postponed for several years due to a 
long juridic battle between the city and 
the inhabitants.





Centre International Rogier
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Architects: Jaques Cuisinier & S. Lebrun
Constructed in 1958 / Demolished in 2001

> Multifunctional Building

> Make place for the Dexia Tower

The Centre International Rogier was also 
know as the “Martini-Tower, because of 
a big neon advertisement for Martini on 
it’s facade. It was built at the site of the 
old Brussels-North train station, at the 
occasion of the 1958 world’s fair. This 
modernist building was seen as being 
iconic for brussels. Besides offices, 
it also housed the National Theatre, 
a cultural centre,  a shopping venue, 
etc... It petition was started to save the 
building. 150 autographs of inhabitants 
of the city need to be collected in order 
to protect a building. This was reached, 
but nevertheless, it was demolished to 
make place for the current Dexia Tower.





Midway Gardens
Location: Chicago, USA
Architect: Frank Lloyd Wright
Constructed in 1914 / Demolished in 1929

> Entertainment Facility

> No longer profitable

The structure by Wright was meant as 
an entertainment complex. There were 
bars, restaurants, terraces, dance floors, 
etc.... It was commissioned by Edward 
C. Waller and was successful in it’s first 
two years until Waller went bankrupt and 
had the sell the compound. The building 
was sold to Edelweiss Brewery and 
became a German style beer garden, 
but again met with financial struggles 
when prohibition was enforced. It 
changed owners a few more times, 
serving even as a garage and a carwash, 
but was finally demolished in 1929. 
Because of the high quality design, 
two wrecking companies actually went 
out of business in there attempt and 
the company that finally finished the 
demolition did so with the loss of a 
considerable amount of money.





Riverview High School
Location: Sarasota, Florida, USA
Architect: Paul Rudolph
Constructed in 1958 / Demolished in 2009

> School

> Replaced by parking lot

The design by Rudolph was seen as very 
successful in it’s use of natural light and 
shade to control the climate of the building. 
It is example of the Sarasota Modernism 
style. The demolition was opposed by 
historic preservationists. It was placed 
on both the local as the national list of 
“Endangered buildings”. Over the years, 
numerous of Rudolph’s buildings have 
fallen prey to the same faith.

The building alledgedly had problems 
with moisture and mold, but this has 
been said to have been a problem of bad 
maintenance. In 2009 it was replaced 
by a parking lot. 





Drapers’ Garden
Location: London, UK
Architect: Richard Seifert
Constructed in 1967 / Demolished in 2007

> Office building

> Replaced by new building

The Drapers’ Gardens skyscraper was 
said to be architect Richard Seifert’s 
proudest achievement. He was also 
the architect of, among others, the 
Centrepoint Tower and Tower 42 (also 
in London). In itself there were no 
problems with the building and it was 
respected in architectural circles. 
Already in the eighties, the offices 
were deemed no longer suitable for 
the contemporary work environment 
and letting prices tumbled. The tower 
was demolished to make way for a new 
office tower.





New York Coliseum
Location: New York, USA
Architect: Leon & Lionel Levy
Constructed from 1954-1956 / Demolished in 2000

> Convention center

> Make way for the Time-Warner Center

The Coliseum was considered odd in 
an aesthetic sense and did not merge 
well with the urban landscape. It was 
considered a low point for New York’s 
public buildings. Functionally, however, 
it was a great success, capable of 
running up to six conventions at a time 
with a public access system that could 
just as easily reach a small hall as the 
entire center. It housed 1246 shows in 
its 30 years of use.





J. L. Hudson Department Store
Location: Detroit, USA
Architects: Smith, Hinchman & Grylls
Constructed in 1911 / Demolished from 1997-1998

> Department store

> Became unprofitable

This department store was the tallest 
of it’s kind in the world and the second 
largest in the US. It stood as a symbol 
for luxurious consumer culture in the 
economically prosperous industrial city 
of Detroit. The city hit it’s peak in 1960’s 
as automobile heart of the country and 
has since been coping with a shrinking 
population, exceeding 60% in 2010. An 
extravagant department store as J. L. 
Hudson has become out of place in this 
changed environment. The demolition of 
the building was achieved by implosion. 
It was the largest and tallest building 
ever to undergo this faith.





Imperial Oil’s Ontario Regional Headquarters
Location: Toronto, Canada 
Architect: John B. Parkins Associates
Constructed in 1962 / Demolished in 1990

> Office building

> Make way for a parking lot

The Imperial oil building was considered 
a great achievement of Canadian 
modernist architecture, winning the 
1964 Massey Medal for Architecture 
and an honorable mention at the Sao 
Paulo Biennial of Architecture and 
design. Despite it’s reputation, it was not 
able to survive the tumbling prices of 
commercial office space in the city as 
Imperial Oil moved out. The site is now a 
parking lot for a mega market.





Brussels-North Railway Station
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Architect: F. Coppens
Constructed in 1846 / Demolished in 1955

> Railway Station

> Became superfluous because of the 
changed railway layout and was replaced.

The Brussels North Station replaced 
Brussels Groenendreef, from where the 
first train in Europe left in 1835, with 
Mechelen as destination. King Leopold 
I lay the first stone on September 28th, 
1841. It was inaugurated in 1846, but 
only completely finished in 1862. It 
remained the busiest Station in Belgium 
until the North-South connection was 
opened in 1952. This made the size 
of the station (27 covered tracks) 
superfluous and it was demolished in 
1955. A bus station was erected at it’s 
place, which later made place for the 
“Martini Tower”.





Trinity Square
Location: Gateshead, UK
Architects: Rodney Gordon, Owen Luder Partnership
Constructed from 1962-1967 / Demolished in 2010

> Shopping mall and car park

> Made way for redevelopment project

The Trinity Square car park was 
considered an important Brutalist 
achievement, It was the extension of 
a popular shopping mall in Gateshead 
and was used as the backdrop of the 
film classic “Get Carter”(1971) shortly 
after it was finished. In the eighties, new 
nearby shopping venues started to form 
a strong competition to the shopping 
mall and the opening of a new bus and 
metro transport hub made the car park 
redundant. There were proposals to 
redevelop the site into an art gallery or 
an events venue, but these met with 
local resistance. There were attempts to 
get the site listed to be preserved as a 
cinematic landmark but these plans fell 
through. Pieces of the demolished site 
where sold in specially designed tins 
for 5£ a piece, by the city council, which 
ironically confirms the importance of the 
building they tore down.





Southwark Towers
Location: London, UK 
Architect: TP Bennett architects
Constructed in 1975 / Demolished from 2008-2009

> Office building

> Make way for “The Shard” skyscraper

The Southwark Towers housed the 
offices of the accountancy firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. Except 
for the alleged slow elevators and 
outdated decorations the building was 
respected and attempts were made 
to have it registered. After little more 
than 30 years, however, the building 
was demolished to make way for “The 
Shard”. A new skyscraper designed by 
Renzo Piano, which is now the highest 
in Europe.





Poltegor Centre
Location: Wroclaw, Poland
Architects: Sophia Szczesnowicz-Solowij, Julian Duchowicz, Jan Szymanski
Constructed in 1982 / Demolished in 2007

> Office building

> Replaced by apartment building

The Poltegor Centre was the highest 
building in Wroclaw. Originally, it was the 
headquarters of a contracting company 
called Poltegor. On the top of the building 
was the radio and television transmitting 
antenna from which the first post-Soviet, 
independent TV-station “Prywatna 
Telewizja Echo” transmitted.





State Office Building Sidney
Location: Sidney, Australia
Architect: Ken Woolley
Constructed in 1964 / Demolished in 1997

> Office building

> Make way for the Chifley Tower

When it was finished, the State Office 
Building was the tallest skyscraper 
of Australia at 128 meters. The 
demolition was disproved of by the 
Australian architectural community, 
who saw it as a prime example of mid 
60’s modernist architecture.





122 Leadenhall Street
Location: London, UK
Architect: Gollins Melvin Ward Partnership
Constructed in 1969 / Demolished from 2007-2008

> Office building

> Make way for a new skyscraper, the 
“Cheesegrater”.

The Leadenhall Building was considered 
an architectural tour de force because of 
its complex, glass fronted design. It was 
severely damaged in the early 1990’s 
by an IRA bomb and had to be partly 
reconstructed.

When the  building was demolished in 
2007-2008, it had to be deconstruct 
piece by peace because of it’s complex 
structure and difficult placement the city.





CA Coulter’s Department Store (The Broadway)
Location: Los Angeles, USA
Architect: Stiles Oliver Clements
Constructed in 1938 / Demolished in 1980

> Department store

> Opening of a new department store

The awe-inspiring building was designed 
by Stiles Oliver Clements in Art Deco 
style. The store moved out in the 1930’s 
and a bigger department store, “The 
Broadway” took over the extravagant 
building in 1938. In anticipation of a new 
store at the Beverly Center, The Broadway 
had the building demolished in 1982. 
The land remained undeveloped for years 
until it was finally chosen as the location 
for an apartment building.





City Block at The Praça da Sé (Edificio Mendes-Caldeira, Palacete Santa Helena,...)
Location: Sao Paulo, Brasil
Architect: various architects 
Constructed from 1920’s through 1960’s / Demolished in 1975

> City block

> Make way for a new metro station

In the 1970’s a project led by architect 
José Eduardo de Assis Lefèvre 
completely overturned the landscape 
of the Praça da Sé square in Sao 
Paulo. A whole city block had to be 
demolished for this project of which 
the most important were the Edificio 
Wilson Mendes-Caldeira, a modern high 
rise office building and  the Palacete 
Santa Helena, home of the painters 
group “Grupo Santa Helena”. The 
Edificio Wilson Mendes-Caldaira was 
the first and tallest inner city building 
demolished by implosion. 





Brisbane Supreme Court
Location: Brisbane, Australia
Architect: Francis Drummond Greville Stanley
Constructed from 1875-1879 / Demolished in 1976

> Courthouse

> Replaced by a more modern structure

The building was designed in 
neoclassical style. At the time of its 
completion, the supreme court ranked 
next in architectural importance to the 
stately  Parliament house. This was at 
a time when the total population of the 
city counted approximately 10.000 
people. With the passing of time and 
the expansion of the city the court was 
slowly dwarfed by larger and more 
expensive government buildings. In 
the 1960’ s it was decided to replace 
the building with a more modern 
courthouse. The end was hastened 
when an arsonist set fire to it in 1968. 
It still stood for eight more years until it 
was finally demolished in 1976.





Imperial Hotel
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Architect: Frank Lloyd Wright
Constructed 1915-1923 / Demolished in 1968

> Hotel

> Replaced by new building

The original Imperial Hotel was built 
in the late 1880’s It was a wooden 
structure and it’s purpose was to 
accommodate western visitors. The 
hotel became unable to deal with the 
growing number of visitors and Frank 
Lloyd Wright was commissioned to 
design a new building in 1915. The 
original building burned down during the 
construction of the new one.
Japan is located in an area that is 
sensitive to seismic activity and prone 
took this into account for his design. 
His buildings where famous for there 
structural strength and when a very 
serious earthquake hit Tokyo in 1923, 
the hotel came out unscathed. Or so was 
thought. Lloyd did make an error in his 
design. He failed to take into account 
that the hotel was placed on  very soft 
type of soil. This base actually amplified 
seismic activity. The foundations were 
damaged and through the years, the 
hotel started to sag into the ground. 
In 1968 it was, controversially, 
demolished and replaced with a modern 
hotel tower.





Garland Shopping Center
Location: Garland, USA
Architect: Carter Minor
Constructed 1960 / Demolished in 2011

> Shopping mall

> Redevelopment

Garland is a small city in Texas, in Dallas 
County. It had a fairly small population, 
until the suburban, boom after WWII. The 
population rose from around 10.000 to 
almost 40.000 from 1950 to 1960. By 
1970 it reached more than 80.000. It 
was in this push that shopping center 
was built, emblematic for suburban USA. 
The population now lays above 220.000 
inhabitants. Because of this exponential 
growth of the city, its urban landscape 
is subject to an almost continuous 
redevelopment scheme. Even though 
the site of the Garland Shopping center 
was singled out with this purpose and 
the mall consequently demolished, 
there is as of yet no plan for what this 
redevelopment would actually entail.





14 buildings in the Bele Vode neighborhood in Belgrade 
known as Azbestno Naselje (Asbestos Settlement)
Location: Belgrade Serbia 
Architect: Unknown
Constructed in 1966 / Demolished from 2006 - 2011

> Temporary public housing

> Asbestos, original thought to be a 
amazing, flame retardant material, was 
found to be a public health hazard

It was built as a temporary settlement 
and it was supposed to be demolished 
after 10 years. However, inhabitants were 
not resettled after 1976. In the mid ‘90s 
it was discovered that the buildings were 
built with the use of cancerous asbestos 
and tenants began a campaign for the 
demolition of the settlement. Problem is 
that buildings with asbestos are a threat 
for the environment and they can’t just 
be demolished. Instead they have to 
be deconstructed. Removing asbestos 
panels (roof and façade) from one 
building takes 40 days. City Institute for 
Public Health oversees the demolition 
and measures the concentration of 
asbestos dust in the air. Panels are 
removed by hand and constantly 
watered to prevent the dispersion of 
dust. They are then packed in a special 
wrapping material, send to the temporary 
storehouse in the town of Ruma and then 
sent to Germany for recycling. When the 
building is completely demolished, a 5 
centimeters thick layer of earth beneath 
is being removed also.





The Micheels House
Location: Westport, Connecticut, USA
Architect: Paul Rudolph
Constructed in 1972 / Demolished in 2007

> Private house

> New land development

The US National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has called the tearing 
down of usable houses in order to build 
larger and more pretentious buildings 
a national epidemic. Especially so in 
Connecticut. The Micheels house by 
Paul Rudolph was considered a prime 
example of modernist housing in the 
region. The house was to be placed 
on the registry of protected buildings. 
Often the argument of the developer for 
demolition is that renovation costs are 
to high. A new buyer made an offer to 
buy the house for 3.8 million dollars (the 
developer, David Waldman had bought 
it for 3.25), but it was not sold. The 
developer wanted 5 million dollars.





> Private House

> Made way for a new apartment complex

After my grandfather’s death, my family 
inherited and sold his house to a investors. 
Due to the change in the urbanism rules, 
one could build a multistory building where 
once was a one story (family) house. 
Because of that the value of m2 razed 
and influenced the drastic change of the 
neighborhood Voždovac in the last 15 
years. A family houses were replaced with 
apartment complexes.

Jove Ilića 40
Location: Belgrade, Serbia
Architect: Unknown
Constructed in 1930’s / Demolished in 2005





“Nail House” [1]
Location: Chongqing, China
Architect: Unknown
Construction: Unknown / Demolished in 2007

> Private House

> Make way for a shopping mall

Forced evictions are not rare in China. 
Some residents protest the demolitions 
or demand more compensation, and 
those who refuse to leave their buildings 
have become known as “nail houses”. 
These demolitions often become 
contentious, and police officers routinely 
accompany the demolition crews.

One family at the location of a six-story 
shopping mall under construction 
refused for two years to vacate a home 
their family had inhabited for three 
generations. Developers cut their power 
and water, and excavated a 10 meters 
deep pit around their home. The owners 
turned down an offer of 3.5 million yuan 
(US$453,000), but eventually settled 
with the developers in 2007.





“Nail House” [2]
Location: Zhongshan, Guangzou, China
Architect:  Unkown
Construction: Unknown / Demolished in 2012

> Public Housing Project

> Make way for a high-way

A local court declared that the home 
of a 95-year-old woman, Chen Runxin, 
could be demolished. Mrs. Chen did not 
oppose the order, but because the two 
sides had not agreed on compensation, 
she had not yet moved. She was in 
hospital when a demolition crew began 
the work.





Ernest Manning High School
Location: Calgary, Canada
Architect: Unknown
Constructed in 1963 / Demolished in 2011

> School

> The school was torn down to make 
place for an extension of the light rail 
transit network of Calgary

A new school building was erected to 
replace the demolished building. The 
new building is claimed to be a very 
up-to-date infrastructure, it had at it’s 
opening a capacity for 1500 students, 
that could be lifted to 1800 students. 
The original Ernest Manning High school 
had more than 2000 students.





Hulme Crescents
Location: Manchester, UK
Architect:  Hugh Wilsom and Lewis Womersley
Constructed in 1972 / Demolished in 1991

> Public Housing Project

> Serious design errors made the 
building practically unlivable.

The Hulme Crescents was the largest 
public housing development in Europe, 
potentially housing up to 13.000 
people. It received awards for it’s 
design and introduced technologies 
as underfloor heating to the masses. 
The project, however, was riddled with 
design and safety errors which made 
it a very undesirable  place to live. Bad 
insulation, poorly fenced terraces, 
problems with pest-control, plus the 
unforeseeable oil crisis of the seventies 
which made the underfloor heating 
unpayable. Two years after opening it 
was declared unsuitable for families 
by the Manchester City Council and 
became “adult only”. In 1975 a survey 
taken by the residents, showed 96.3% 
wanted to be rehoused. In 1984, City 
Council stopped charging rent and it was 
eventually torn down in 1991, after only 
19 years of use.





Wolverton Swimming Pool
Location: Milton Keynes, UK
Architect: Unknown
Constructed in 1964 / Demolished in 2012

> Public swimming pool

> This outdoor pool was replaced by a 
smaller indoor pool

Wolverton Outdoor Pool opened 
seasonally from early May till the 
end of August. The site consisted of 
3 heated pools, a large grassed area 
and indoor changing, shower and toilet 
facilities. During the 1960’s the town of 
Wolverton was undergoing a great deal 
of regeneration and industrial growth. 
The pool, which was designed to ‘County 
and National standards’ fitted into a 
period of new ‘community spirit’. Today’s 
swimmers have been deemed not brave 
enough for an outdoor pool. The outdoor 
pool closed to make way for a new indoor 
complex that will be open all year round... 

The 2011 manager, Matthew Leeder, 
talked about the importance of the 
weather on dictating the pool’s success. 
“A sunny day means hundreds of 
people through the doors and a cold day 
means a handful.” Apparently the hot 
weather in 2009 broke all swimming 
pool records with 2,000 people 
cramming through the doors. It wasn’t 
unusual to have 1,000 swimmers and 
hundreds more queuing outside.

Community of Wolverton’s general 
opinion was to keep the outdoor pool and 
renovate it. Instead, it was replaced by a 
smaller indoor pool. Many indoor pools of 
that size were in the neighborhood, but 
the old Wolverton Pool  was the only of it’s 
kind in the vicinity.





Hall of Peace (last known as Cinema Slavija)
Location: Belgrade, Serbia
Architect: Svetolik Popović
Constructed in 1887 (other source in 1889) / Demolished in 1991

> Multifunctional Building

> Make a way for a new bank, which was 
never build.

The Hall of Peace is the building of great 
socio/cultural significance and the 
monument of culture whose
history and life-cycle reflect 
development of the whole Slavija 
Square in Belgrade. The Hall of Peace 
was originally built as a religious temple 
and gathering place of the community, 
but the building changed its purpose 
and owners for several times during its 
history - Hall of Peace, Hall of Struggle, 
Socialist People’s Hall, Workers’ Hall, 
People’s Hall, Workers’ Cultural Center, 
Cinema Slavija. In the 1981 the building 
was proclaimed the monument of 
culture while in 1991 it was demolished 
to make a way for a new bank. 

In 1990’s the bank bankrupted and 
was never built. Today, a car park is 
built at the place where the Hall of 
Peace was located.





Cabrini Green
Location: Chicago, Illinois, US
Architect: Holsman-Burmeister architects; Epstein & Sons architects; Pace 
Associates architects
Constructed from 1942-1962 / Demolished from 1995-2011

> Public Housing Project

> The Cabrini-Green complex became 
notorious because of gang violence, 
pest infestations and poor maintenance. 
The project was built in a neighborhood 
near factories, but after WWII, a lot of 
these factories closed and it further 
developed in an environment of 
economic decline.

In 1981, then mayor Jane Byrne 
moved into Cabrini to demonstrate her 
dedication to improving the conditions 
and the reputation of the project. Her 
effort backfired, she stayed for only three 
weeks, accompanied by a number of 
police officers and bodyguards.
The new plan for the site envisions a 
mixed-income community. The current 
residents would be able to move into new 
and more worthy settlements after the 
demolition of their homes. It is doubted, 
however, if enough affordable public 
settlements will actually be available. 





> Stadium

> Replaced with a new stadium

The Esatdio Da Luz, also known as 
“The Cathedral” was the stadium for 
Portuguese soccer team Benfica. The 
stadium originally had a capacity  for 
135.000 viewers, which dropped to 
78.000 in the mid-ninetees  when 
individual seats were introduced. When 
the European Football Championship 
was to be organized in Portugal in 2004, 
proposals were made to renovate and 
cover the stadium, but the decision was 
made to build a new stadium altogether. 
This new stadium, though better 
equipped, has a smaller capacity of 
around 65.000 spectators.

Estadio Da Luz
Location: Lisbon, Portugal
Architect: João Simões
Constructed from 1953-1959 / Demolished in 2003





Pimlico School
Location: London, UK
Architect: John Bancroft
Constructed from 1967-1970 / Demolished in 2010

> School

> Development of a new  apartment 
complex and a smaller school

Pimilico School was architect John 
Bancroft’s most famous building. It’s an 
example of brutalist architecture and 
was at it’s time a well thought through 
concept, but became outdated very 
quickly as approaches to education 
changed and the building lacked 
flexibility to adapt. It was lauded for it’s 
use of daylight but at the same time 
faced difficulties in heating in cooling 
that were due to design errors. When the 
decision fell to redevelop the site, the 
architect actively tried to get the building 
listed. He was supported in this effort 
by the architectural community and 
even made plans on how to adapt the 
building, but this was to no avail.
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Red Roads Flats
Location: Glasgow, Scotland, UK 
Architects: Sam Bunton / Glasgow Corporation
Constructed from 1964-1969 / Demolished from 2012-2017

> Public Housing Project

> The housing complex was privatized 
in 2005. The new owners (Glasgow 
Housing Association) want to launch a 
regeneration project for the project.

The project consists of eight towers. It 
was seen by some as a sort of vanity 
project for architect Sam Bunton, 
who allegedly dreamed of designing 
a Manhattan type skyscraper. At the 
time of it’s construction, it was the 
highest of such projects in Europe. 
The conventional way at the time of 
building these type of constructions 
was a system of pre-fabricated 
concrete panels. Bunton however 
chose to base the towers on a steel 
frame construction (which was indeed 
the how skyscrapers were designed). 
Steel however needs to be fire-
proofed. A popular material for this was 
asbestos. Concerns about asbestos 
were already present, but the relation 
to cancer was not yet proven. Bunton 
defended it’s use.

The buildings were privatized in 
2005 (bought by “Glasgow Housing 
Association”). There was no plan 
announced to demolish the buildings 
until after the sale. The costs of 

repairing the buildings was lower the 
receipt of rent. This was allegedly 
an unknown fact to the Housing 
Association. The tenants have grouped 
into the “save our homes group” to 
protest the demolition.





Pruitt-Igoe
Location: St. Louis, Missouri, US
Architects: Minoru Yamasaki and George Hellmuth
Constructed from 1952-1956 / Demolished in 1972

> Public Housing Project

> Building was never used to full 
capacity and soon started to deteriorate 
and attract poverty and crime. The 
building was demolished in the hope 
that a reduction of apartments would 
increase the population density and 
thus augment social control.

Building was named after Wendell O. 
Pruitt and William L. Pruitt. Initially, one 
part of the Project (Pruitt) was meant to 
be for Afro Americans, the other (Igoe) 
for Caucasian Americans. This idea was 
not implemented when segregation was 
banned in the US in 1955, causing the 
white population of the project to quickly 
move out. This of course stimulated the 
projects vacancy problem.

Only 30 to 60 percent (depending of 
source) was ever used. In 1968 the 
department of housing advised not to 
live in the project and in 1971 about 600 
people lived in 17 of the 33 buildings, 
while it had space for 2870 families. 

Architect Minoru Yamasaki also 
designed WTC in New York





Belgrade Airport (Dojno Polje Airport)
Location: Belgrade, Serbia
Architect: Milutin Milanković
Constructed from 1924-1927 / Demolished in 2005

> Public Airport

> Removed to make place 
for a Business Complex

The old airport was originally built for 
military use. From 1928, it was open 
up for civilians, too. During World 
War II, it was partly demolished, but 
reconstructed after the war ended. In 
the 1960’s, the district “New Belgrade” 
expanded and a new airport “Nikola 
Tesla” was built at the periphery of the 
city. The main building of the old airport 
changed its function. Around 2005, 
this main building of the old airport was 
demolished in order to make place for a 
business complex named “Airport City”.
Last Flight was in the beginning of 1964.

The designer of the main hangar of the 
airport, Milutin Milanković, is better 
known for his theory of climate change.





Penitenciaria Nacional
Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina
Architect: Ernesto Bunge
Constructed from 1872-1876 / Demolished in 1962

> Jail

> The facilities became outdated and 
inefficient.

At the time the prison was built, it was 
at the outskirts of the city. As the city 
grew and a new city planning initiative 
commenced in 1909, the prison came 
to be located inside rich district. The 
prison facilities also became incapable 
of dealing with a growing number of 
inmates and was technically outdated.





Firestone Tyre Factory
Location: London, UK 
Architects: Wallis, Gilbert and Partners
Constructed in 1928 / Demolished in 1980

> Factory

> Torn down to construct the West Cross 
Development

The Firestone Factory was build in 
London to cut down costs of importing 
tyres to Europe from the US. At the 
time, it was not unusual to spend 
great attention to the design of the 
factory buildings, as it was used as 
an advertisement strategy.  Wallis, 
Gilbert and Partners designed in 
the Art Deco style of the time. In the 
1970’s, Firestone came out with a new 
type of steel braced radial tyre that 
was unsuccessful because of safety 
reasons. This lead to multi million dollars 
in losses for the company, forcing 
them to close the London factory in 
1980. 1500 jobs were lost and the land 
was sold to Trafalgar House. Trafalgar 
planned to use the land for a new 
development project. The building was 
widely recognized as worth saving so it 
was placed on the “Spot-list”. This was 
a procedure to rush certain buildings 
through the normal procedure of getting 
them on the cultural heritage list. It 
being Banking Holliday at that moment 
however, no civil servant could be found 
to do the paperwork. This gave head 
of Trafalger House, Lord Mathews, an 

opening to quickly start the demolition 
of the factory.
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